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It is incredible to think that a successful business
serving the local community 7 days a week is run entirely
by volunteers. Trawden Shop provides a valuable village
service - a convenience store for residents and visitors
with fresh, local produce and a green ethos. This
fantastic store is led by a committee of volunteers,
directors and trustees who give countless hours of their
time and expertise to ensure the smooth running of the
business.  The shop workers who are all volunteering
their time - need to fill a rota equivalent to 122 hours
every week, plus extra hours from those volunteers who
do the ordering, driving, accounts etc... the list goes on! 

The volunteers are the heart and soul of the shop and it
simply couldn’t operate without them. The immense task
of volunteer coordination became untenable for
volunteers to manage – keeping the rota filled and the
workload that came with it was a huge task so it was
agreed to employ a part-time Volunteer Co-ordinator. 

VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR

in September, Molly Ralphson was appointed to the role. She is a resident of Trawden and was brought up in the
village. She comes to the shop with a plethora of experience in the 3rd sector, her last role was in events and
fundraising for a Sue Ryder hospice where a large part of her job was working with volunteers. A shop volunteer
herself and the Communications Officer on the steering group that helped save the Trawden Arms, Molly is keen
to keep the shop operational as she recognises its essential role in the village. “Filling the rota and keeping the
shop staffed with happy, fulfilled volunteers is a challenge I am delighted to be a part of. 

Trawden is developing a stronger than ever community spirit and the shop is a big part of that. I have introduced
some perks for volunteers already and want to build on that so they know they are valued and appreciated. We are
going to have regular social events too to have the opportunity to get to know each other when not on shift and to
keep lines of communication open. It’s been a pleasure to get to know most of our volunteers these past couple
of months – they are all wonderful. We are, however, looking for anyone else who might be able to spare a couple
of hours a week or even just cover the occasional shift. 

My role will ensure the volunteers are given adequate training and support so they feel confident in the shop, and
new volunteers always work with a more experienced person who can help too. Not only will volunteering with us
help the shop stay open, it will give you the opportunity to meet so many new people, to make new friends and to
feel a more integral part of our fantastic little village”.

If you want an informal chat about volunteering at the shop, please call Molly on 07563349362 or email
mollyralphson@gmail.com

The Shop is very proud of its Loyalty Scheme which is now
over 3 year old. This savings scheme gives you 1p in the
pound when you use your loyalty card and you can redeem
those points at any time. 

Did you know you can donate those points back to the
charity? Over £2,000 is held on loyalty cards which could
be donated to the Community Centre Charity. Ask at the
shop to donate your points. They're not just points, they're
Your Community Points.

PAYING IT BACK
A gentle request that once read  - can library books
please be returned as soon as possible. Our shelves
are looking a little empty at the moment and we want
to make sure that everyone has an opportunity to read
their favourite author's works.  

Not used our library yet? Just pop in and select up to
three books, check out at the shop counter and return
within 3 weeks! Couldn’t be simpler. :)

LIBRARY NEWS



Trawden Forest Community Centre is a charity that exists to benefit the community by providing the services of
a local library, shop and community meeting place. 

It cannot do this without its army of volunteer staff. Now that the library and community centre are getting ready
to fully re-open we need more volunteers and trustees in the following areas:

THE SHOP
The shop is always ready to receive volunteer helpers. It is usually staffed by a minimum of 2 volunteers who
work 2 hour shifts. Some like to work the same shifts each week whereas others volunteer as when they can,
fitting it around their other commitments.

THE LIBRARY
The library needs people who have an interest in books and can keep everything in a logical order. As it is
predominantly self-service there is no requirement for it to be staffed all the time so there is a lot of flexibility
with these roles.

THE COMMUNITY CENTRE
The community centre needs volunteers who can support functions that are held there. Regular user groups
tend to make their own arrangements but people holding parties or celebrations usually need around 4
volunteers. This may be to work behind the bar, help with glass collecting or general tidying up, such as after a
buffet. 

The majority of these functions are Friday or Saturday evenings and there are often christenings on Sundays.
Community Centre volunteers usually work 4 hour shifts, depending on the type and timing of the function.

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The board of trustees comprises a group of people who ensure that the Charity runs efficiently and remains true
to it’s aims. We have a maximum of 15 trustees and are currently looking to appoint a couple of people to
replace some who have retired from service. We expect that all Trustees should be able to regularly attend
meetings - usually a couple of hours per month. 

Some of our Trustees are also volunteers who help out with additional responsibilities depending on how much
time they have available. Apart from being over 18 there is no age requirement – some of our Trustees are
working and some are retired. We try to ensure that we have a healthy mix of skills on our board so we are
particularly keen to hear from anyone who has experience of bar management, site management or people
management.

If you would like to find out more about helping The Charity to help the community then please contact us. 
E-mail is best for us – info@trawdenforest.co.uk but if you prefer to ring then contact Bob on 07980 865250. 

CAN YOU HELP? WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS.

Seven years ago 6 to 8 people attended the Age UK drop in group held at the community centre. 

The Friendship Group replaced this and runs fortnightly - it now has 50 to 60 regular attendees. The joy of
attending and catching up with friends has created a special atmosphere. A two-course lunch is served and we
provide a variety of entertainment and interesting talks. There is a suggested donation of £5 to attend. 

We also have the Community Cafe which operates on alternate Thursdays to The Friendship Group - from 1pm to
3pm. Where you can enjoy a chat, have some refreshments and while away a couple of hours. 

if you would like more information, to check dates or would like to attend the groups, please give Trish Ashworth,
Community Support Worker a ring on 07936 952620.

TRAWDEN FOREST FRIENDSHIP GROUP

mailto:info@trawdenforest.co.uk


TRAWDEN ARMS 
Hello Trawden! 

We are the landlords of the newly purchased, community-owned,
Trawden Arms. 

It's been two months since we opened the doors and what a busy and
exciting few months it has been! We wanted to make it clear about
the structure of how everything is set up, to avoid any confusion. 

We are the tenants and business owners of the pub (trading as
Trawden Arms). 

The shareholders of Trawden Forest Community Pub Group Ltd are
collectively the building owners that house the business that we
operate. 

The Trawden Forest Community Pub Group Ltd is a separate entity to
the Trawden Forest Community Centre, Shop and Library. 

Although we do work in partnership on various projects and events our business models and structures are
different. As tenants of the pub we share the commitment and focus on building community through events and
gatherings. 

In the future we want to be able to do more collaborations with the various projects and entrepreneurial
individuals and groups in Trawden.

Our vision is to host a wide range of events throughout the calendar year and to continue to provide a warm and
welcoming place for people to eat, drink and meet with friends and family. 

We want to thank everyone for the support so far and for giving us such a warm welcome to the village! Happy
New Year from us and here's to 2022, hopefully it will be an exciting year for all of us. Adam & Jo x 

PARENT & TODDLER GROUP
In September we started a parent and toddler
group at the community centre. 

It’s open to families of children aged 0 - 4 years
and is run by the parents, carers and grandparents
who attend the sessions. 

The group runs on a Friday morning from 10 - 12
term time only. A £3 donation is suggested to
cover refreshments and running costs. 

The group provides an opportunity for
parents/carers to meet up and chat while allowing
the children to socialise and make new friends. 

Each week we do a craft activity allowing the children to create their own masterpiece. Since opening we have
held a MacMillan coffee morning and recently enjoyed a visit from Father Christmas.  We offer a friendly and
welcoming atmosphere so why not come along. For more info email info@trawdenforest.com.



Just before Christmas, several of the members of the Church congregation, met at the Trawden Arms to sing
carols. Many of those in the pub joined in and we all had a lovely evening. Our thanks go to all the staff at the
Trawden Arms for such a lovely warm welcome.

Our Christingle service and Midnight Communion were well supported, considering the difficult times with Covid
and the Omnicron variant.

St Mary’s is totally self-supporting, through donations by members of the small congregation, and by standing
order donations from people throughout the village. We are extremely grateful to all those people. Over the last
almost two years, there has been little opportunity to hold fund raising events, as has been the case for so many.
Our Christmas Raffle was not as well supported as in the previous year, but we did manage to raise £470, and our
thanks goes to everyone who supported us.  We do not receive any money from the central Church of England.

The building is simple and very beautiful. It was built in 1846, and consequently, it requires regular maintenance,
which is often expensive.  The church is used regularly by villagers for baptisms, weddings and funerals, in
addition to ordinary services. The church is open on Thursdays, from 10am until 4pm for private prayer. Every
effort is being made to ensure that the building remains in good repair and is still available to our community for
another 100 years. Unfortunately, there will have to be some expensive repairs to one of the roof trusses this year,
and there are plans for new windows for the porch, some internal plastering repairs and the removal of some
overgrown trees. We also need to purchase another stone wall for the cremation ground and the boiler is very
unreliable.

We were heartened by all the fund raising which went on to purchase the Trawden Arms, and wondered if just a
small amount of that generosity could be extended to the Church? The simplest way to support the Church is to
set up a standing order, to pay a regular monthly amount. In this way, if you are a UK tax payer, the Church can add
an extra 25% in gift aid. 

Our vicar, Rev John Knott is retiring on 17th April and we will have a period of time without a vicar until a new one
is hopefully appointed.  We would also love to see more people in Church, and it may be that you would rather
offer your time and talents. Perhaps you used to come to Church but no longer do so. Would you like to come back
to Church? We would love to see you.

If you would like any information, or to discuss anything further, please contact us;
Sheila Walker / Church Warden – 07817053492
Lisa Burnham / Church Warden – 07432259389
Paul Wilson - 07950316879

ST MARY’S CHURCH NEWS

Having recently purchased the equipment, we are
now holding weekly sessions in the community
centre, every Wednesday between 10.30 and
12.30, refreshments will be available and all are
welcome.

All equipment is provided you just need to bring
yourselves. All abilities are welcome and playing
isn’t even obligatory. There is a fee of £2 to play.

If you just want to come to watch and have a
natter we’re thinking the social side of it will be of
benefit to many people too!

INDOOR BOWLING - CARPET BOWLS 



Needle Felting will be on Friday 7 pm – 9 pm from 18th Feb for 4 weeks.
Quilling will be Monday 1pm - 3pm starting on 14th February for 4 weeks.

Both will be at the community centre. To book a place text Maureen on 07791552767 - places are limited to 12.

CRAFT WORKSHOPS
If you’ve ever fancied having a go at learning a new skill or craft but haven’t
because you thought it might be too difficult or expensive to get started.
Well now is your chance to have a go!  We have been given grant funding
to run up to 6 different crafting workshops.  Each craft will run over 4
weeks, each session covering a different aspect of the craft, and will be led
by an experienced crafter. Where appropriate all resources needed to get
you started will be provided. 

To enable everyone who wants to take part to do so, we will arrange to run
some sessions in the evening and some during the day, depending on
room availability they will run in the community centre. There will be a
suggested donation of £2 per session, concessions are available for
people who need it. 

To ensure we are providing activities that you want, please text Maureen
on 07791 552767 with your ideas,  we will try to put on the most popular.
All the workshops will take place before the end of June. 

The first two requested crafts have been arranged for February. 

Trawden Community Shop have recently been successful in applying for
funding through the Government’s Kickstart scheme. The Kickstart Scheme
provides funding to create new jobs for 16 to 24 year olds on Universal Credit
who are at risk of long term unemployment and it covers the part-time role’s
minimum wage and associated costs. After a successful interview, Rachel
Howarth (18) from Colne was employed by the shop under the scheme and has
been settling into her new role working 25 hours a week since October. 

Rachel is learning all aspects of working in retail, from stocking shelves and
serving customers to decorating for special events and completing all the
essential daily checks. It is hoped through gaining valuable experience at the
community shop over her 6 months placement, Rachel will have gained
valuable skills to secure a permanent role elsewhere. 

KICKSTART EMPLOYEE

Molly Ralphson, the volunteer co-ordinator who oversees Rachel’s workload says “We are really lucky to have
Rachel with us, she is such a hard worker. Not only does she carry out the tasks asked of her thoroughly and
efficiently, she also often finds tasks to do of her own initiative. She is becoming really knowledgeable of the
processes involved in running the shop and developing her customer service and social skills at the same time.
It’s also really handy to fill those vacant rota slots in the short term to alleviate the pressures on our existing
volunteers whilst we are looking for more volunteers to help”.

This is just another example of how the community organisation ‘Trawden Community Centre, Library & Shop’, is
helping and supporting local people and the directors are delighted to be able to assist Rachel on her road to
employability in the future. 



chocolate bar, nut, sweet, popcorn or pork scratching packets
coffee and tea packaging
bread wrappers
bags that have contained tomatoes, fruit, vegetables or pasta
packaging for toilet wipes
carrier bags
plastic bottles which are accepted in the council recycling scheme eg shampoo bottles

A big thank you to everyone who brings in their recycling to the shop. Every crisp bag, toothbrush, cake wrapper
brings us a small financial reward which helps with the running of the shop, library and community centre. You
are reducing waste going to landfill and helping to make us some money!

In the 3 years we've now been collecting recycling for Terracycle, we have earned £759. Pretty good for what
would otherwise have gone in the bin! The money has gone towards all the refurbishment work in the library, shop
and community centre.

Trawden Forest Community Shop is a collection point for 5 Terracycle recycling programmes:
1. Ella's Kitchen Kids Food Pouch Recycling Programme – any brand of baby food pouches, kids yoghurt
pouches, pouch caps and Ella's Kitchen snack packets.
2. Colgate Oral Care Recycling Programme – any brand of toothpaste tubes and caps, plastic toothbrushes, floss
containers and outer packaging, electric and battery toothbrush heads, plastic toothbrush outer packaging and
toothpaste cartons.
3. Walkers Crisp Packet Recycling Scheme – any brand of crisp packets
4. Garnier Personal Care and Beauty Recycling Programme – any brand flexible plastic wipes packaging, plastic
roll-on deodorants, hair colourant kits (except rigid plastic bottles and cardboard packaging), flexible single use
mask packaging, caps, pumps and trigger sprays, plastic pots and flexible plastic tubes. All items must be
personal care and beauty products.
5. Pladis Biscuits and Snacks Recycling Programme – any brand of non-savoury biscuit wrappers, cracker
wrappers and cake wrappers

We also accept batteries for recycling (excluding car batteries). Sorry that we can't accept pet food pouches any
more. Terracycle closed that programme but the good news is that all flexible plastic packaging can now be
recycled in Sainsbury's.

It takes quite a bit of volunteer time to sort out the recycling so please help us by putting your recycling in the
correct box.

Our Terracycle crisp bag recycling scheme is very successful. So far we've sent off almost 60,000 bags!! That's
amazing!!!  We send about 3,000 bags every month so it's really helpful if you flatten out your crisp bags before
putting them in the collection bin. Please don't fold, tie or squash them, just smooth them flat. You might say
folded bags take up less room, you're right, they do! But Terracycle specifically ask for them not to be folded.
REMEMBER all items for recycling have to be made out of plastic. Terracycle don't recycle paper, glass or foil. 

We can't send anything other than the items listed above to Terracycle, so please don't include other packaging
as we just have to put it in the bin. If you aren't sure, please ask for a Recycling Information leaflet – they are
usually to be found in the library.

Please don't include:

STOP PRESS!
Pendle Recycling Hub, based at Nelson & Colne College, have offered to take over the administration of our
Terracycle recycling collections. We will still be a collection point for the recycling and still benefit from the
financial rewards and there is also a good chance that we will be able to collect a bigger variety of packaging for
recycling. Definitely a WIN WIN!

RECYCLING NEWS



You may have walked past without noticing us,
tucked away at the top of Hollin Hall, or even
wondered what that tranquil, square of uneven turf
is used for. Well after the unprecedented times we
have all had recently, Trawden Forest Bowling Club
started to show the green shoots of development
over the summer of 2021.

Dwindling membership numbers started to increase,
in house competitions were re-instated and Sunday
mornings became a hive of activity as members
new and old, enjoyed this leisurely yet challenging
sport of ours  

There were visits from the local cubs and girl guides
where taster sessions were offered and a number of
first timers, after nervously asking what the game
was all about, were invited to take part in friendly
games. 

We are all excited about the 2022 season, when we
hope to attract a few new members, hold an
external competition inviting bowlers from other
local clubs to participate and strengthen our links
within the local community. Crown green bowls is
an inclusive sport which can be played by all ages
and has no barriers in race, culture or physical
condition.

On the competitive side, we will be represented by 2
teams in the Pendle and Burnley league on Monday
evenings, the local doubles league on Tuesday
evenings and (numbers dependant) are looking to
join a Craven based league on Thursday evenings.

TRAWDEN FOREST BOWLING CLUB 

If you fancy giving the sport a go, or even helping out with teas and coffee’s on match nights, please contact; 
Steven Hounslow 07518 768555, debhounslow@googlemail.com or 
Ryan Atkins 07772 670335, ratko1973@gmail.com. 

We can also be contacted thorough our ever-developing Facebook page.

Annual membership fees are £20 across the board with
no charge for under 16’s and once a member, the green
is available to use as often as you wish. We have
numerous sets of bowls for people to use and existing
members are always on hand to offer advice.

U S E F U L  N U M B E R S
Friendship Group / Library Book & Jigsaw
Orders / Grocery Orders - Contact Trish
Ashworth on 07936 952620

The Silver Line;  A free helpine for people 60+,
open 24/7 - 0800 470 8090

Trawden Forest Community Shop
01282 869417

Trawden Forest Community Centre - enquiries
info@trawdenforest.com

Trawden Forest Community Centre - bookings
bookings@trawdenforest.com

Parish Council (Adele Waddington) 07496
041676
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